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Android Picture in Picture (PiP) mode is a special feature that lets you watch a video in a small overlay window at the corner of the screen as you hop from app to app. This way, you can binge watch Netflix, or search for something on Google while casually chatting with a friend on a different app. The feature, which is mostly used for video playback,
is found in Android smartphones running Android Oreo and later versions of the operating system. We’ll explain how Android picture in picture mode works and how to use it on your smartphone or tablet. How Picture in Picture Works PiP is a convenient feature that comes in handy when you start watching a video on a compatible app and want to
multitask. When you tap the home button on your phone, the video will shrink into a thumbnail view, which remains docked on your screen. This way, you can continue watching your video while using other apps with PiP turned on. Plus, you can zoom in or out and adjust to different sizes depending on what you’'re doing on the phone. If the window
is getting in the way, you can drag or swipe it to different parts of the screen to dock the thumbnail and continue playing on top of other apps. The audio will still continue to play and you can use the tab to pull the window out again. Android’s Picture in Picture mode isn’t compatible with all apps but you can check the app developer’s site to find out
whether the program supports this function. Some of the apps that support PiP mode include Google Chrome, YouTube Premium, Google Maps, YouTube TV, Netflix, Google Movies & TV, Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp (video chats), Google Duo, VLC, Hulu, and Pocket Casts (video podcasts). Before using the Android PiP mode, check that all your
Android apps are up to date and then take the steps below to enable picture in picture mode. Note: If your device is running Android Oreo (8.0) and above, PiP mode is enabled by default. For this guide, we used an Android phone running Android Pie. Go to Settings on your phone. Tap Apps or Apps & Notifications depending on your device. Select
the app for which you want to enable PiP (in older Android versions, select Advanced). Tap to toggle the Allow Permission option to enable PiP. How to Launch Android Picture in Picture on Different Apps Depending on the app, you can launch picture-in-picture mode on your Android device by playing a video and pressing the home button. How to
Use PiP Mode in Google Chrome Browser If you’'re using Google Chrome browser, go to the website that contains the video you want to watch. Open the video and set it to full screen. Note: This also works for YouTube videos you watch in Chrome. Select Play, and then press Home button to launch the video in PiP mode. Drag the video around your
phone’s screen and dock it where you want so you can use other apps while watching the video. To close the video, drag the thumbnail view down the bottom of your screen to dismiss it. How to Use PiP Mode in YouTube For YouTube Premium (formerly YouTube Red), start a video and then press the Home button to launch picture-in-picture mode.
YouTube Premium users scan also set the YouTube app to default to background play instead of PiP. This way, you can watch videos when the screen is off or while using other apps. To enable Background play in YouTube Premium, open Settings, go to Background & Downloads. You'll see three options to choose from: Always on: Your videos will
always play in the backgroundHeadphones or external speakers: Your videos will only play in the background when you connect an external audio output to your phoneOff: Your videos won'’t play in the background Note: You can watch videos on the free YouTube app in thumbnail view while multitasking by using the Pop-up view or Split screen view.
To use the pop-up or split screen view in the free YouTube app, go to your Recently opened apps view. Find YouTube, downpress the app icon and select open in pop-up view or open in split-screen view. The difference between using PiP mode and using the pop-up or split-screen view is that the latter doesn’t dock to your screen. This means that if
you close all the apps you’re using, the thumbnail view will be closed and you have to open it again to resume watching. How to Use PiP Mode in Facebook If you're using the Facebook app, you can watch videos in PiP mode on your phone while using other apps. To do this, open the video you want to watch on Facebook and tap on the little square at
the top left corner of the video to minimize the window. Your video will shrink in size and you can move it to either of the four corners of your screen. How to Use PiP Mode in VLC You can also enable PiP in VLC via the app’s settings. To do this, tap More (three dots) at the bottom right side of the screen. Next, tap Settings at the top left side of the
screen. Under Video, tap Background/ PiP mode. Select Play videos in Picture-in-picture mode. Alternatively, you can use the pop-up player to enter PiP mode in VLC. To do this, launch and play the video you want and select More. Next, tap Pop up player and the video will shrink to thumbnail view. Tap the Home button on your phone to watch the
video while you multitask. How to Use PiP Mode in a WhatsApp Video Call You can also use Android Picture in Picture when chatting with friends on a WhatsApp video call. To do this, start the video call or join one, and then tap the Home button. The video will open on your home screen in PiP mode. To dismiss the video in PiP mode, tap the
thumbnail view to open the controls, and then tap the X in the upper right corner of the mini player. Alternatively, drag the thumbnail view and drag the PiP player off the bottom of your phone’s screen. How to Disable Android Picture in Picture Mode for Android Apps To disable PiP, go to your device’s Settings > Apps. Tap the three dots to open the
Apps menu and select Special access. Select Picture-in-picture. Next, select the app for which you want to disable PiP and tap the toggle to switch it off. Image: Work and Play on Your Android Device If you multitask a lot on your Android device, hopping from one app to another, you’ll find the Android Picture in Picture (PiP) mode very convenient.
Were you able to enter Picture in Picture mode on your Android device? Share with us in the comments. Google Assistant driving mode is a feature that makes your phone safer and easier to use when you’re driving. The dashboard uses a card-based interface that’s easy to see at a glance and uses voice commands with the help of Google Assistant.
Since it’s built into Google Assistant, you don’t need to download and install a separate app like Android Auto. You can also use it in connection with your vehicle through Bluetooth or directly on your phone with no connection to your car. Google Assistant driving mode is Android’s car mode starting with Android 12. It replaces the Android interface
with a card-based interface that’s easier to see and use without taking too much attention away from the task of driving. Before introducing driving mode, there was no dedicated Android driving mode. However, the Android Auto app provided an interface designed for driving. Android phones with the Android Auto app can automatically connect to
Android Auto-compatible vehicles. When you activate Google Assistant driving mode, a couple of things happen. The most obvious change is the driving mode user interface designed for easy use when you’re driving. It uses large cards—configurable squares and rectangles that display information from various apps and access functions like calling
and text messaging. If you prefer to keep your eyes on the road at all times, the driving mode also accepts voice commands and can read text out loud with the help of Google Assistant. The card-based driving mode interface reduces driver distraction by presenting information front and center and reducing the need to tap through menus or scroll
through lists. You can tap any card in the interface to access the corresponding app or function. The driving mode also accepts voice commands, so you don’t need to tap cards in the user interface. You can launch driving mode by saying, “Hey Google, let’s drive,” and once it’s active, you can use voice commands to make and answer calls, send text
messages, listen to music, and more. Google Assistant will also read incoming text messages if you use the voice command, “Hey Google, read my messages.” Android Auto and Google Assistant driving mode are both Android driving modes, but Android Auto is also the name of the technology Google uses to connect phones to dashboard screens in
cars. Here's an overview of each: Android Auto: Android Auto is Google's technology to connect Android phones to cars. It allows you to replace the standard interface on your vehicle's in-dash display with a custom Android interface provided by your connected phone. It enables you to make and receive calls and texts, project apps from your phone,
and more. It's only available if your vehicle supports it.Android Auto app: This is a phone-based driving mode that you can use even if your vehicle doesn't support Android Auto or doesn't have a screen. It replaces the standard Android interface on your phone with a custom interface that's easier to see and use when you're driving.Google Assistant
driving mode: This is also a phone-based driving mode. It replaces the Android Auto app starting with Android 12. It features a redesigned interface, more reliance on voice controls, and reduces the need to look at the display because Google Assistant reads important information aloud and provides voice-based prompts. Android phones will go into
drive mode under some specific circumstances. An Android phone will enter drive mode when it connects to your vehicle regardless of whether it uses Android Auto or Google Assistant. Android phones also enter drive mode when users launch Android Auto or Google Assistant drive mode. If your vehicle uses Android Auto, and your phone is
compatible with Android Auto, it will automatically enter drive mode when connecting to the vehicle via Bluetooth. It will also enter drive mode if you launch the Android Auto app, even if it isn’t connected to a vehicle at all. If your phone supports Google Assistant drive mode, then it will enter drive mode under the following circumstances: You say,
“Hey Google, let’s drive.”You launch Google Maps, enter a destination, and start navigation.The phone is connected to a vehicle by Bluetooth.The phone detects that you are in a moving vehicle. If your phone goes into drive mode when you don’t want it to, you may have the driving detection feature enabled. To disable this feature, say, “Hey Google,
open Assistant settings.” Then navigate to Transportation > Driving mode > When driving is detected, and tap Do nothing. You may also want to locate the When connected to car’s Bluetooth section and tap Do nothing there as well if you like connecting your phone to your vehicle via Bluetooth but don’t want it to enter driving mode. Since the
introduction of driving mode, Android Auto can only be used while driving if you have a vehicle that has a display that can use Android Auto. If you have a car that supports Android Auto, you can use it by connecting your phone to the vehicle with Bluetooth or a USB cable or using the method described by the vehicle’s manufacturer. You can also use
Android Auto on your phone while driving if you have Android 11 or older. Android 12 only supports driving mode, so you can’t use the standalone Android Auto app on an Android 12 phone. If you upgrade to Android 12 and try to use the Android Auto app, it’ll direct you to use driving mode instead. FAQ How do I turn off driving mode on Android? To
turn off driving mode on Android, go to Google Maps, tap your profile picture, and tap Settings. Select Google Assistant Settings, and then toggle off Driving Mode. You can also disable driving mode if you've started a route in Google Maps: Tap the Apps menu (squares icon) and then tap Settings > Turn off driving mode > Disable. How do I turn off
driving mode on a Samsung? On your Samsung phone, tap the Apps menu (squares) and tap Settings. Tap the My Device tab and scroll down to see the Driving Mode toggle. Toggle Driving Mode off (or on again). How do I turn off driving mode on an iPhone? To turn off driving mode on an iPhone, open Settings and select Control Center > Customize
Controls. Under More Controls, tap the plus sign next to Do Not Disturb While Driving, Next, navigate to the Control Center and tap the car icon to disable (or enable) Do Not Disturb While Driving. Thanks for letting us know! Get the Latest Tech News Delivered Every Day Subscribe Tell us why!
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